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[57] ABSTRACT 

The invention relates to a fastening device for a trans- 
parent body, in particular a glass body for lighting pur- 
poses. This fastening device comprises an outer sleeve 
and a displaceable inner sleeve fitting therein. The outer 
sleeve contains circumferentially movable tongues with 
snap-in projections which can snap into depressions 
provided in a recess in the transparent body. Inner 
sleeve 2 serves to fix the tongues or snap-in projections 
in the depression. 

8 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets 
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a long life of the fastening portion. Furthermore, one 

FASTENING DEVICE FOR A BODY can assume that metal is a material with very high elas- 
ticity, permitting a particularly reliable bond between 

The present invention relates to a fastening device for the transparent body and sleeve portion, 

a body. A body refers here to a decorative part for 5 At least two tongues with snap-in projections are 

lighting fixtures, in particular a transparent body. provided in a suitable way on the outer sleeve. The 

Fastening devices for a great variety of objects are more tongues are provided the more intimate the bond 

known in all fields of technology. For example, DE-AS with the transparent body is. 

20 29 275 discloses a device for fastening an optical In a further preferred embodiment the tongues are 

block in a recess in a vehicle chassis. This device in- 10 cut into the outer sleeve. This embodiment permits 

eludes a fastening portion comprising a sleeve having particularly simple production of the sleeve system, 

radially movable tongues with snap-in projections However, it is also possible to glue or solder the tongues 

which engage snap-in units provided in the recess in the to the outside wall of the sleeve, 

body when the sleeve is introduced into the recess. The tongues can be suitably designed so as to pro- 

However, in this device the movable tongues are not 15 trude beyond the lower edge of the sleeve. This permits 

sufficiently secured, i.e. fixed in position. , easy introduction of the sleeve into the recess and in 

Transparent bodies, in particular glass bodies, are particular simplifies the engagement of the snap-in pro- 

frequently used in conjunction with lighting fixtures, jections with the tongues. 

for example a great variety of forms of chandelier pen- In a much preferred embodiment of the present in- 

dants. For fastening the transparent bodies it is neces- 20 vention the tongues with snap-in projections are pre- 

sary to provide them with a mounting portion. The stressed so that they snap into the snap-in units provided 

transparent part was fastened hitherto to an otherwise in the recesses automatically and more easily, 

any-shaped fastening portion for example by means of a The recess in the transparent body can optionally and 

through bore via which the transparent part was sus- preferably be a through bore or, just as preferably, a 

pended, or by a threaded bolt screwed into a blind hole. 25 so-called blind bore. 

If the transparent pans are made of glass or lead crystal According to the invention the snap-in units are de- 
it is difficult or sometimes even impossible to fasten signed as depressions in the wall of the recess. Such 
them by means of threaded rods passing through them depressions can be easily milled, 
or screwed into a blind hole due to problems of produc- In the following the invention shall be explained in 
tion engineering. Through bores or screwed threaded 30 more detail with reference to drawings, in which: 
rods furthermore impair the general esthetic impression FIG. 1 shows a schematic overall view of the present 
of the transparent body. invention; 

The present invention is based on the problem of FIGS, la and lb show partly cross-sectional views of 

providing a fastening device for a body, in particular a the inventive fastening device, 

transparent body, which is easy and inexpensive to 35 FIG. la) shows the detached state, and 

produce and easy to handle and which optimally takes FIG. lb) shows the engaged state, 

account of both optical and safety aspects. FIG. 1 shows fastening portion I together with trans- 

The present invention is based on the finding that this parent body 3. Outer sleeve 4 of the fastening body 

problem can be solved by interconnecting the transpar- shows tongues 6 provided thereon and their snap-in 

ent bodies and the fastening portion positively and non- 40 projections 7. This sleeve contains inner sleeve 5 fitting 

positively. closely under pressure. Transparent body 3 contains a 

The object of the present invention is a fastening cylindrical recess 8 having in its upper section depres- 

device for a body characterized by a fastening portion sions 2 for taking up snap-in projections 7. In the shown 

comprising an outer sleeve and an axially displaceable embodiment both recess 8 and sleeves 4 and 5 have a 

inner sleeve fitting therein, whereby the outer sleeve 45 cylindrical shape. However, the fastening device is not 

contains radially movable tongues with snap-in projec- confined to this shape but allows for all possible geo- 

tions which, upon introduction of the outer sleeve into metrical forms. Inner sleeve 5 can have the same dimen- 

a recess in the body, engage snap-in units which are sions as outer sleeve 4 but can be designed substantially 

provided in the recess and are secured by means of the as a ring, as shown. The essential point is that it can 

inner sleeve. 50 exert a pressure on outer sleeve 4 in the area of tongues 

The fastening device of the present invention is char- 6 so as to prevent tongues 6 or snap-in projections 7 

acterized by an extremely simple mechanics which is from jumping out of depressions 2 in recess 8. 

furthermore hardly disturbing from an optical view- Sleeves 4 and 5 are preferably made of metal, but one 

point. It is also very advantageous in terms of safety can also use a great variety of plastics materials having 

since the transparent body can be connected with the 55 sufficient strength. 

fastening portion without gluing the two parts together. The transparent body can likewise be made of plas- 

Since the movable tongues snap into the snap-in units tics, for example Plexiglas, but is preferably made of 

provided in the recess in the transparent body one ob- glass or lead crystal. To improve the esthetic effect it is 

tains a simple bond between the fastening portion and expedient to mirror-coat the inside wall of recess 8. This 

the transparent body, which is furthermore additionally 60 prevents sleeve portion 4 introduced into the transpar- 

secured by the pressure of the inner sleeve. The fasten- ent body from being perceived as disturbing by the 
ing device of the present invention permits simple pro- viewer. Sleeve portion 4 can alternatively be nickel- 
duction of the transparent parts; in particular it is unnec- plated or chrome-plated. 

essary to drill threads or the like and to use glue. FIGS, la and lb show how the bond between sleeves 

Preferred embodiments of the present invention are 65 4 and 5 and transparent body 3 is produced, 

found in the subclaims. FIGS, la and lb again show outer sleeve 4, inner 

It is expedient to make the sleeves of the fastening sleeve 5 fitting closely therein and a tongue 6 with snap- 
device out of metal. In this embodiment one can expect in projection 7 provided in the outer sleeve. One also 
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sees a schematic section through transparent body 3 
wherein a depression 2 is milled in the upper area. To 
connect fastening portion 1 with transparent body 3 one 
introduces outer sleeve 6 into recess 8 in transparent 
body 3, causing movable tongue 6 to bend back and 
snap-in projection 7 to snap into depression 2 upon 
reaching it. To fix tongue 6 or snap-in projection 7 in 
depression 2 one pushes inner sleeve 5 downward so 
that it presses tongue 6 firmly against the inside wall of 
recess 8. Inner sleeve 5 can thereby sit close in the total 10 
area of tongues 6. Depression 2 for taking up snap-in 
projections 7 can also be made deeper than shown. 
Outer sleeve 4 together with inner sleeve 5 can also 
optionally be completely sunk in recess 8 in the trans- 
parent body. 15 

The inventive fastening device permits a simple and 
reliable bond between the transparent body and the 
fastening portion. It offers optical and safety-related 
advantages. 

To prevent the transparent body from being damaged 20 
during heating due to the different coefficients of expan- 
sion of the material of the transparent body and the 
material of sleeves 4, 5, one preferably uses sleeves with 
corresponding tolerances or sleeves having a slot along 
the surface area of the cylinder. 25 

I claim: 

1. A fastening device for suspending a transparent 
body (3) comprising a fastening portion (1) having an 
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outer sleeve (4) and an axially displaceable inner sleeve 
(5) fitting therein, interconnected with the transparent 
body (3), which has a recess having snap-in units (2), 
whereby the outer sleeve (4) contains radially movable 
tongues (6) with snap-in projections (7) which, upon 
introduction of the outer sleeve (4) into the recess (8) of 
the transparent body (3), engage the snap-in units (2), 
the snap-in projections (7) being secured by means of 
the inner sleeve (5). 

2. The fastening device of claim 1, characterized in 
that the sleeves (4, 5) are made of metal. 

3. The fastening device of claim 1, characterized in 
that at least two tongues (6) with snap-in projections (7) 
are provided on the outer sleeve (4). 

4. The fastening device of claim 1, characterized in 
that the tongues (6) are cut into the outer sleeve (4). 

5. The fastening device of claim 1, characterized in 
that the tongues ($) protrude beyond the lower edge of 
the sleeve (4). 

6. The fastening device of claim 1, characterized in 
that the recess (8) is a through bore. 

7. The fastening device of claim 1, characterized in 
that the recess (8) is a blind bore. 

8. The fastening device of claim 1, characterized in 

that the snap-in units (2) are provided as depressions in 

the wall of the recess (8). 
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